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Wayne Hemingway announces Gold and Silver Housing Awards

Contact: Dominique Owen, CABE Press office T: 020 7960 2470 

Seven new housing developments across England have been awarded with the national standard for excellence in design quality at the House Builders Federation National Design Conference in London.

Launched in 2003, The Building for Life Standard is backed by CABE, the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment, the House Builders Federation and the Civic Trust and represents the national standard for housing and neighbourhoods. The Standard is awarded to new housing projects that demonstrate a commitment to high design standards and good place making. 
Individual housing schemes are assessed against a number of criteria, including: character, design and construction, environmental impact, creating a sense of community and roads, parking and pedestrianisation.

Three schemes have received the Building for Life Gold Standard and four schemes have been awarded the Building for Life Silver Standard.

Building for Life Gold Standard winners are:

· Charter Quay, Kingston upon Thames. Developer: St George West London, Architect: John Thompson and Partners

· Gainsborough Studios, Hackney, London. Developer: Lincoln Holdings plc and Southern Housing, Architect: Munkenbeck + Marshall
· Queen Elizabeth Park, near Guildford. Developer: Laing Homes South West Thames and Linden Homes, Architects: John Thompson and Partners, Clague Architects and Omega Partnership; Colin Buchanan & Partners.

Building for Life Silver Standard winners are:

· Fulham Island, London. Developer: Manhattan Loft Corporation and the Osbourne Group, Architect: CZWG

· Old Haymarket, Liverpool. Developer: Urban Splash and Maritime HA, Architect: Arkheoin

· St Mary’s Island, Kent (The Fishing Village, Ventura and Northshore). Developer: Countryside Maritime Ltd, Architects: PCKO designed phase 1 and 2, OSP Partnership designed phase 3
· Waters Edge, Shaldon, Devon. Developer: Midas Homes, Architect: Harrison Sutton Partnership

This year’s winning schemes are broad ranging in terms of both location and design. Building for Life has recognised a range of architectural styles from the ultra-modern aesthetic of Silver Standard winners Fulham Island and Gold Standard winners Gainsborough Studios in London, to schemes designed to fit with the local vernacular architecture such as Silver Award winners Water’s Edge in Devon and Gold winner’s Queen Elizabeth Park near Guildford.

Wayne Hemingway, chairman of Building for Life comments:

‘Building for Life is not about subscribing to any one particular form of architecture. It’s about looking at design of homes that best suits the environment and the design of the spaces surrounding the homes. Each of these schemes is designed to be lived in and to support the feeling of a real community. They show that mixed use from private to social housing, commercial space to live/work units can work well together and can really benefit the local area. Whilst schemes of this quality are rare in a sea of tarmac and mediocrity there are encouraging signs that house builders and planners are starting to give housing the kind of care and attention that the public deserve. One day we may get a scheme that we can give a platinum award to.’

Each of the partners in the Building for Life initiative support the view that the days of designing schemes according to dimensions of a plot of land on paper rather than the nature of the land itself are gone. ‘We believe one of the keys to effective and successful design is that it is driven by the surrounding landscape rather than forcing itself upon a mismatched environment,’ comments Alex Ely of CABE.

Queen Elizabeth Park near Guildford and Water’s Edge in Shaldon are two good examples of this way of thinking. Water’s Edge plays with the traditional architectural features of the small fishing village of Shaldon to create a scheme that within a few short years will look like it has always been an intrinsic part of the local neighbourhood.  Queen Elizabeth Park has used natural features of the site such as established trees and woodland areas to create a scheme that builds on its natural assets and creates a sense of a garden village.

John Slaughter of the House Builders Federation said: ‘These schemes show the industry can deliver exciting developments and valuable community benefit. The number of schemes seeking Building for Life recognition is very encouraging and we will continue to promote a commitment to good and balanced design.’

Details of Gold Standards winners follows:

Queen Elizabeth Park, near Guildford. Developer: Laing Homes and Linden Homes, Architects: John Thompson and Partners, Clague Architects and Omega Partnership
The judges felt that Queen Elizabeth Park is deserving of a gold award because of its very successful mixed use planning and design that not only sits well within the local environment but has also involved the local community in all key decisions. The result is a popular development with a unique character; in this case a true village atmosphere. This redevelopment of the former Queen Elizabeth Barracks Map and Chart depot at Stoughton, Guildford has seen an ingenious use of a large site that overcame problems of limited road access. With around 1000 mature trees retained throughout the site, the resulting scheme has been laid out like a garden city. Pockets of houses are supported by local facilities including a small Budgens, medical facilities and a very successful crèche.  “It is low-key modern design that plays with the vernacular. It uses landscape to drive the design and highlights many of the fundamental notions of Building for Life.”

Charter Quay, Kingston upon Thames. Developer: St George West London, Architect: John Thompson and Partners
The judges feel the Charter Quay scheme will make a real and lasting investment in the local community and environs of Kingston upon Thames. The development has opened up access along that part of the Thames and with good landscaping has created a series of attractive paths and walkways along the river and along Hogsmill Creek. These features benefit the surrounding community as well as residents. The scheme includes a new 1000-seater theatre, which will make a significant contribution to the cultural life of the local community. Effective design of mixed-use space sees plenty of spaces for residents to shop and congregate in the local vicinity. “It is an amazing piece of regeneration. It makes a real contribution to the town and to the high street and we can really see Charter Quay becoming a new destination for the area. The scheme also performs well in environmental measures and in construction methods. Despite some reservations about the density and quality of architecture, the judges felt that the urban planning, contribution to the public realm and landscaping were well handled.” 
Gainsborough Studios, Hackney, London. Developer: Lincoln Holdings plc and Southern Housing, Architect: Munkenbeck + Marshall
In terms of space, design, aesthetic and attention to detail in treatment of the local surroundings, the Building for Life judges feel that Gainsborough Studios is a real winner. The site has seen a number of uses – initially a power station; it was then used as film studios, a whisky bonding plant and most recently as warehousing. Now the site has been regenerated through a mix of conversion and new build to create a total of 253 units comprising a mix of affordable housing, private sale, live/work spaces and commercial space. The finished result is very stylish and sleek with a mix of steel and timber cladding. The inner courtyards are dominated by a large sculpture of Alfred Hitchcock and silver birch plantings, while water cascades through the site as an interlocking feature between the courtyards and the adjoining canal. “Gainsborough Studios really stands up in terms of quality of design. This scheme looks inspiring from the canal and its design really enhances access to the canal itself. Features such as spacious balconies and lots of natural light and space also give an added quality of life for residents.”

Details of Silver Standard winners follows:

St Mary’s Island, Kent (The Fishing Village, Ventura and Northshore). Developer: Countryside Maritime Ltd, Architects: PCKO

Overlooking the River Medway in Kent, the Fishing Village (on the north side of St Mary’s Island) has been developed in 3 phases over three years. With each step it is clear that the developers are constantly thinking about how to improve the design. The judges commended this approach and how the attention to detail has grown with each phase. The result is a range of homes and apartments that integrate social housing with privately owned dwellings. Houses and apartment buildings range from 2 to 4 stories and all a rich in natural light. “The designs minimize environmental impact and, like the Waters Edge development in Devon, draws upon the site’s own maritime heritage.”  

Waters Edge, Shaldon, Devon. Developer: Midas Homes, Architect: Harrison Sutton Partnership

This is a low-density development and an excellent example of how the local vernacular architecture can be incorporated. The scheme looks like a traditional Devon fishing village and works really well in terms of layout with homes sitting well within street settings, public spaces and pathways are over looked by housing which adds to a sense of security. “The houses themselves have a range of features such as bay windows and gabling, which add to the sense of individual and unique dwellings rather than a 

row of carbon copy houses.” The Civic Trust had initially opposed the development but now like it so much that they want it used in their conservation zones.

Fulham Island, London. Developer: Manhattan Loft Corporation and the Osbourne Group, Architect: CZWG

The judges felt this was quite an extraordinary development and impressive in the way in which it has integrated affordable housing, private ownership and commercial space. “The affordable housing is given as much care and attention to detail as the private ownership.” The design also makes a good contribution to the public realm with extensive public space and the fact it addresses issues of local crime by ensuring apartments look over the previously isolated adjacent park. 

Old Haymarket, Liverpool. Developer: Urban Splash and Maritime HA, Architect: Arkheoin

Old Haymarket is part of a regeneration scheme in the centre of Liverpool and the judges feel it has made a big contribution to the renewed lease of life for the area. Although it is quite a small scheme (28 Units), Old Haymarket is a good mix of private ownership, affordable housing and commercial space. The apartments are set around a private courtyard. “There is an impressive level of quality of space and light - particularly impressive in terms of the affordable housing.” 


Ends 

Notes for Editors:

· Building for Life is a partnership between the House Builders Federation, CABE (the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment) and the Civic Trust to promote design excellence and celebrate best practice within the house building industry

· Judges for the Building for Life Standard for 2004 are Wayne Hemingway – Building for Life Chair, John Slaughter – House Builders Federation, Cany Ash – Civic Trust, Alex Ely – CABE and David Birkbeck of Design for Homes

· The Building for Life standard has two categories: Silver- A silver scheme will be awarded to exemplary schemes and will need to fulfill 70% of the criteria. Gold- A gold scheme will need 80% and must demonstrate the highest standards of architecture and all round sustainable development. Schemes that meet 60% of the criteria will be considered for the Building for Life library of best practice. For further information see www.buildingforlife.org 
· Building for Life representatives are available for comment. 

For further information or for interviews and press materials please contact:

Dominique Owen at CABE on 020 7960 2470 or dowen@cabe.org.uk                
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