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Blaby District Council
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Desford Road 

Narborough LE19 2EP






15th December 2004

Dear Sir or Madam, 

Blaby Local Development Framework: Issues Paper 

Thank you for giving the HBF opportunity to comment on the above mentioned document. 

Before I set out the HBF’s comments I would be grateful if you could amend your Council’s database of people to contact on planning policy matters, in order to ensure that correspondence for the HBF is sent directly to myself (rather than to the HBF Birmingham Office) at my home address: Mr P Cronk, House Builders Federation, White Gables, 34 Church Road, Brightlingsea, Colchester CO7 0JF and note my phone number: 07802 857099. I can be contacted by e-mail at paul.cronk@hbf.co.uk 

In relation to the content of the draft Local Development Framework: Issues Paper itself; the HBF has the following comments to make:

Q.5

Yes, mixed-use development should be encouraged in appropriate locations. Many developers have in recent times been significantly improving design quality. However, it should never be forgotten that what the customer wants is highly important, and this shouldn’t be lost sight of. Nor should the cost implications of particular design scenarios be ignored given that affordability is a major problem in many areas.

Q.6

The Council should encourage designs that aim to reduce the potential for crime. However, this is but one of a number of planning considerations that it will need to take on board when determining planning applications. Other factors such as density, privacy, and site layout, orientation and characteristics e.t.c. will also be major considerations.

Q.7 & Q.8 

The HBF cannot really pass comment on the merits of individual sites as different members will have different preferences and land interests. However, it would ask the Council to consider very carefully issues of likely land availability and viability when assessing the merits of different sites as potential housing allocations. 

Having said that, the HBF considers it likely that a combination of both Greenfield and brownfield development will be necessary, and that Greenfield development should only be phased in those instances where it would be likely to threaten brownfield site delivery (which is unlikely to be often), or where there are infrastructure issues that need to be properly addressed. 

It is also crucial that in terms of land supply components such as commitments and brownfield sites, proper regard is had to the likelihood that not all of these are likely to come forward, and that the Plan can bring forward other sites if annual monitoring points to a housing undersupply occurring.

The land supply figure must also take account of demolitions and losses to other uses, and the overall housing requirement adjusted accordingly.    

Q. 9 

It is stated that the need for housing will be assessed through a Housing Needs Survey. However, it is the HBF’s experience that such surveys by and large tend to narrowly concentrate on the need for social rented accommodation provided by Registered Social Landlords. This is one reason why the government is now promoting Housing Market Assessments, which will seek to look to look at what is happening across whole localised housing markets.  

Q.10

Many developers are achieving very high densities. However, this is not always possible on every site, particularly where site characteristics and / or surrounding features makes this undesirable.

Q.32

The HBF considers that Question 7, which deals with how the housing supply requirement will be met, is the most important single issue for the LDF to consider.

Q.33

The HBF would like to be consulted at future stages of all new planning document preparation where these in any way relate to housing provision. It is likely that the Council will need to consult widely using a range of different means and methods in order to get as wide a response as possible.

I look forward to the acknowledgment of these comments in due course.

Yours sincerely

Paul Cronk

HBF Regional Planner 

(Eastern & East Midlands Regions)
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