Table 4.1 Sustainability Objectives for Neath Port Talbot UDP

Objection

The HBF is disappointed to see that housing is given very little consideration compared with other objectives.  Housing is a basic human need, yet it is only one out of 9 objectives here and 1 of 14 later in the document.  Also there are no proposed indicators to measure affordability or to test if demand is meeting need.  As a result of this the HBF cannot but fail to conclude that as suspected a Strategic Environmental Assessment of Plans results in an uneven weighting in favour of the environment.

Table 4.1 Sustainability Objectives for Neath Port Talbot UDP

Objection
The HBF does not agree that only brownfiled sites and re-use of existing buildings are the only sustainable locations.  Greenfield sites are often, as well located, if not better than brownfield sites in terms of public transport.  In many instances brownfield sites prove to be as rich in biodiversity if not richer than brownfield sites.  Flood Risk areas are not sustainable and yet these have been chosen over Greenfield sites regardless of advice provided in TAN15.
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Option 2 Council Officer’s View

Objection

The HBF is concerned at the length of time it will take for the council to be in a position to address any shortfall through the LDP.  The SEA does not fully address the implications of not meeting demand at the rate recently experienced.
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ENV 10 and ENV11

Objection

There has been a misinterpretation of TAN 15.  In undefended high-risk areas (C2) highly vulnerable development such as hospitals, residential and emergency services are not considered to be acceptable (see page 14).    

