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13th September 2004

Dear Ms Plane, 

EAST MIDLANDS INTEGRATED REGIONAL STRATEGY (IRS) FRAMEWORK – CONSULTATION DRAFT  

Please find brief comments attached on behalf of the HBF in respect of the above document.

Before I set out the HBF’s comments I would be grateful if you check your database of people to contact on planning policy and housing matters, in order to ensure that any correspondence to the HBF is sent direct to myself at my home address: Mr P Cronk, House Builders Federation, White Gables, 34 Church Road, Brightlingsea, Colchester CO7 0JF and note my phone number: 07802 857099. I can be contacted by e-mail at paul.cronk@hbf.co.uk. 

Specific Comments Concerning the Document’s Content:

Demographic Change

The section makes a number of references to there being more single person households, and concludes by stating that “…planning and housing strategies need to take account of the rise in the number of small, especially one-person households which is a major factor in demand for housing…”. The HBF is concerned that in some instances planners are automatically seeking to equate more single-person households with a need for just more 1-bedroom accommodation. Whilst in some instances this is appropriate, it must be remembered that not all single-person households will want to reside in single bedroom accommodation. Many owners will want spare rooms that can be used for accommodating visiting family (particularly children in the case of separated parents) or friends, or for a study/office, or maybe just for additional storage. Therefore, a range of varied sized and styled accommodation will be required. 

The HBF would also draw your attention to the recently published ODPM projections based upon the Office of National Statistics’ 2002 regional breakdown of population projections:

	Table A Interim 2002-based projections
	
	

	 
	Additional Households per year   2001-2021 (000)
	Difference

	 
	2002-based interim 
	1996-based
	(000)
	%

	North East
	3.0
	3.4
	-0.4
	-11.8

	North West
	15.5
	11.8
	3.7
	31.4

	Yorkshire and the Humber
	12.8
	11.8
	1.0
	8.5

	East Midlands
	15.9
	13.4
	2.5
	18.7

	West Midlands
	14.4
	10.4
	4.0
	38.5

	East
	24.6
	20.9
	3.7
	17.7

	London
	46.4
	25.8
	20.6
	79.8

	South East
	33.9
	32.9
	1.0
	3.0

	South West
	22.6
	20
	2.6
	13.0

	England
	188.6
	150.4
	38.2
	25.4

	Source: ODPM
	
	
	
	


The above statistics show an additional requirement for 2,500 dwellings per annum based upon the 2002 interim figures, in comparison to the 1996 based figures, giving an annual requirement across the region for 15,900 dwellings between 2001-2021, this represents a 18.7% increase. 

I look forward to the acknowledgment of these comments in due course. 

Yours sincerely

Paul Cronk

Regional Planner (Eastern & East Midlands Regions)

House Builders Federation
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