Borough Development Officer

Rushcliffe Borough Council

Civic Centre

Pavilion Road

West Bridgefield

Nottingham NG2 5FE







14th December 2004

Dear Sir or Madam, 

RUSHCLIFFE REPLACEMENT LOCAL PLAN – PRE INQUIRY CHANGES

Thank you for giving the HBF opportunity to comment on the above mentioned document. 

I look forward to the acknowledgment of these comments in due course.

Yours faithfully

Paul Cronk

HBF Regional Planner

Enc.

INT.024                                                                                                    Object

Reference is made to the situation regarding existing supplementary planning guidance. The position is now clear as the government has recently published ‘Creating Local Development Frameworks: A Companion Guide’ which explains the process that has to be followed in terms of producing SPD documents and saving existing SPG documents.

The reference at the end of the proposed text to the weight that will given to SPG/SPD in determining planning applications is a matter clearly set out in national guidance. Therefore, it would seem unnecessary to repeat it in the Deposit Plan. 

EN16 ENV.063 RAF NEWTON                                                               Object

It is not entirely clear what the Plan is actually seeking to achieve.

On the one hand it is stated that the use of the site for residential purposes would not require planning permission, so would be outside of the Council’s control.

On the other hand, it states that should new development occur, there should be no additional dwellings.

It is in the HBF’s experience quite unusual for a Plan to seek to prevent development occurring on a specific site. The HBF would have thought that should any future planning application be submitted it could be adequately determined on the basis of the policies in the Plan, and that it might be unreasonable to automatically seek to refuse a planning application for a named site without any regard to its scope, characteristics or particular merits at a future point in time.

