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12th September 2005

Dear Sir / Madam, 

ROYAL BOROUGH OF WINDSOR & MAIDENHEAD – MORATORUIM ON NEW HOUSING DEVELOPMENT

I attach for your information a copy of a committee report recently approved by the Royal Borough of Windsor & Maidenhead (RBWM). In it, the council sanctions imposing what is, in effect, a moratorium on new housing development in the borough. This has been introduced as a unilateral action on the council’s part.  There is no indication of any prior discussion with your Office. There has been no external consultation or opportunity for those who may be affected by this decision to challenge or even discuss it with the council. 

Given the general under-delivery of housing by local authorities in the south east and the very real housing difficulties which exist in the region this decision by the RBWM flies in the face of logic and common sense. It is certainly contrary to every Government pronouncement on housing issues in the south east and to existing and emerging Government guidance on housing.

 I would be very pleased to receive your views on the actions of the RBWM and how you consider they accord with Government policy on housing need and delivery in the south east. Ultimately I would like to see the Government Office take action to prevent this moratorium being imposed and to make it clear to other authorities who will undoubtedly follow RBWM’s approach if it  proceeds unchallenged by Government, that such action is not considered an acceptable or sensible response to the housing problems the region faces. 

I would very much welcome an early response to this letter (I have currently been waiting in excess of three months and counting for responses to letters to some individuals at GOSE). I would also be pleased to receive copies of any correspondence you may have with the council on this matter in due course.

Yours faithfully,

Pete Errington

HBF Regional Planner, Southern Region

Enc.
