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NOTES OF MEETING

National Technical Committee 

10.30am Tuesday 6 December 2005

7-9 St James's Street
PRESENT

	A Lane (Chair)
	Westbury Partnerships
	  T Ritchie
	  Barratt Dev

	R Farrow
	TDS
	J Cover
	Taylor Woodrow

	A McInnes
	William Davis Ltd
	M Kingsley
	George Wimpey

	G Clarke
	Redrow Homes
	S Wielebski
	Miller Homes

	K Whiteman
	Berkeley Group
	M Kirk
	Crest Nicholson

	K Jackson
	KJTS
	D Baker
	RDL

	R Bishop
	TDS Southern
	
	

	
	
	
	

	D Mitchell
	HBF
	
	

	S R Lewis
	HBF
	
	


ACTION

	1. 
	Welcome and introductions
	

	
	AL welcomed everyone to the meeting and apologies were accepted from those listed at the end of these notes.


	

	2. 
	Minutes of last meeting and matters arising
	

	
	Members were reminded that they had been asked to send any suggestions of key issues to dave.mitchell@hbf.co.uk.

Item 3

HBF’s liaison with ODPM is developing well.

Item 10

We are still waiting for a BS/CORGI meeting.

Item 16

The date for the April meeting was changed from Tuesday 25 to Thursday 27 (not the Wednesday as shown)


	

	3. 
	Innovations for Homes
	

	
	DM reported that the group is now set up and will consider submissions from CPA and HBF members and other suppliers. A press release will be issued nearer the launch.


	

	4. 
	MMC
	

	
	AL reported that the executive summary is now available and will appear on the HBF website shortly.  The NAO report has also been published. A ‘legacy body’ is being constituted.


	SRL

	5. 
	Highways update
	

	
	RF reported that there had not been a massive response to the highways questionnaire.

The Highways Sub Group had met to discuss where to take the S38 commuted sums challenge and had agreed three possible options: 

1.  Try another member challenge

2.  Take and HBF challenge

3.  Ask a member to claim monies back where an agreement

     had been signed with a caveat.

After some discussion of the merits and dangers of each option it was agreed that DM would ask HBF’s Board to approve the challenge in principle, allocate a budget of £50,000 and delegate authority to the Highways Sub Group to take the matter forward.

It was noted that the PPS3 draft does not appear to include car parking so it is assumed that it will be included in the Manual for Streets.

It was noted that DB32 would eventually be superseded by Manual for Streets.  There is an overlap with planning (DM suggested not just on this issue) and OPDM and DfT are both involved in the discussions.


	DM

	6. 
	Code for Sustainable Buildings
	

	
	The consultation document has been published for what is now to be known as the Code for Sustainable Homes.

EcoHomes will eventually disappear but it is not clear how the transition will be managed as the Code is only proposed for England.  It will be applied to the plot (so some of the EcoHomes ratings will not apply). It is envisaged that Level 3 will correspond to EcoHomes Very Good.

Lifetime Homes standards will be included at a higher level so HBF has persuaded the Government that they no longer need to review Part M next year.

Robust details will be included for Part E but will only score 1 point (whereas EcoHomes allows 1 point per decibel so a robust detail should get 5).

The consultation period will last 13 weeks but as the implementation date is April 2006 it is imperative that Reponses are made as soon as possible.

It was agreed that the key issues for HBF are the adoptability of SuDS, the use of planning (which could render the Code compulsory) and possibly a danger that if Level 3 were required for the public sector housing (as per Yvette Cooper’s speech) developers would be forced to build all their sites to a minimum of Level 3.

Members are asked to send in their comments.


	ALL

ALL



	7. 
	Building Regulations
	

	
	AL reported that CM had sent him an email the day before. DM reported that the HBF’s Part L seminars had now finished and it would appear that there is still little pressure testing being done, though it will be necessary for developers to have figures to enter into their SAP calculations.  The SAP software is still not available (apart from the BRE’s) and ODPM is still considering the robust details option.

Those members present had all conducted some testing but results were variable.

The proposed amendment to Part M was now not expected to happen and the planned consultation on Part G would probably be superseded by the Code.

The Part B consultation had now closed. 


	

	8. 
	Contaminated Land and Waste Management
	

	
	JC said that it was OPDM that had suggested including the HBF’s proposals in the consultation on the National Brownfield Strategy.  Andrew Whittaker had agreed to seek the views of the planners’ organisations and the HBF’s CLSG representatives were to meet with EHOs in January.  If both groups were supportive of the proposals it was intended to publish an article in Brownfield Briefing. 

JC and PW had met the Port of London Authority as the EA had decreed that dredged material was waste so they too were looking for fellow campaigners.

It was noted that in spite of the EA’s narrow view on waste, the publication of guidance on what activities did not constitute waste (as per SW’s 32 proposals) was imminent and there had been some movement on SGV issues.


	

	9. 
	Sewers and SuDS
	

	
	KJ reported that the SuDs Working Party for Wales was waiting for the Sewers for Adoption Edition 6 before finalising their work on their matrix and diagrams.  The website is now operational: www.sudswales.com. 

The National SuDS Steering Group will meet again in January and their current issue is Brownfield run-off so if members have problems with consents please email kendrick.jackson@hbf.co.uk. 

The UKWIR conference on 29 November was cancelled due to lack of interest.

The NSSG was still seeking clarity on the Government’s response to Making Space for Water and JC said that Scottish Water was due to publish some research on costings shortly.

RF reported that it seemed likely that lateral drains and private sewers would become the responsibility of the sewerage undertakers.

A general trend towards using the planning system for sewerage issues was noted and it is suggested that members may wish to use the circulated extract from Michael Orlik to contest this with Ofwat.

There remain outstanding issues with Sewers for Adoption 6  (which is due to be published this week).  It was agreed that RF, JC and AM would meet to discuss matters outside this meetings and that members would be asked for feedback before the end of the week.
	ALL

RF/

JC/

AM


	10. 
	Utilities update
	

	
	DM reported that HBF had finally established a contact at BT and they were reviewing the national agreement with a view to amending it.

SW said that levels of service in the north-west had deteriorated further. There are issues about standards of service from utilities nationally. It appeared that Ofwat did not consider that their remit covered multi-utilities so it might be necessary to take up the matter with the DTI.  It was agreed that DM would discuss the issues with SW and RF. 


	DM

	11. 
	Health and Safety update
	

	
	The Committee had six documents due to be published pending comment from the MSC: the consortium agreement; the induction pack; the training matrix; the methods of consultation; the guidance on protecting our customers, visitors and neighbours; and the Health and Safety qualification requirements for contractors. These were due to be published on the HBF website by the end of the year.


	SRL

	12. 
	Any Other Business
	

	
	The consultation on HIPs is now published and HBF will be responding.  There are concerns about how they apply to new housing but they could be used to demonstrate that new houses are a better product.

DB issued an Important Notice - two of the screed finished options had failed in testing due to the edge condition and may be deregistered as robust details.

The transitional arrangements on Part L have not yet been published and the NHBC is saying submit by 24 February but LAs are being more relaxed.  DM is to meet ODPM tomorrow.

AM reported that the EA is asking for spurious planning conditions and wanting 20% improvements on the 1:100 calculation because of the inaccuracies of their models.  It was agreed that KJ and RVF would talk to the EA and HBF would ask at the regional technical meetings if others were experiencing the same problems.


	KJ/

RF/

SRL


	13. 
	Dates of Next Year’s Meetings
	

	
	It was noted that the April date had been moved to a Thursday.

Tuesday 24 January, Thursday 27 April, Tuesday 6 June, Tuesday 19 September and Tuesday 12 December.


	ALL


Apologies:

P Flynn

Grosvenor Design

C Mills


NHBC

M Freshney

Cala/ Beechcroft

I Skeoch

Bellway Plc

M Finn

Barratt Developments

D Lowther

Bovis Homes Group Plc


K Andrews

Taylor Woodrow



S Wood 

George Wimpey


J Fletcher 

Linden Homes 

P Hawkey

Linden Homes
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