Development Plans Manager

Dacorum Borough Council

Civic Centre

Marlowes

Hemel Hempstead

Herts HP1 1HH

21st November 2005

Dear Sir or Madam,

Dacorum Statement of Community Involvement 

The HBF has not been consulted by the Council in relation to the above document. However, the Statement of Community Involvement has recently been drawn to our attention by one of our Members.

I am sure that you are aware of the need to involve important non-statutory organisations, such as the HBF (which is listed as a key consultee in Annex E of PPS12). 

The HBF assumes and fully expects that it will be properly consulted in relation to all future Statements of Community Involvement, Development Plan Documents and Supplementary Planning Documents of relevance.

General:

The Council will now no doubt have seen the recently published draft document from the Planning Inspectorate entitled ‘A framework for assessing soundness and focussing representations on Statements of Community Involvement’. It will need to satisfy itself that it is in full compliance with the content of this document, and also with ‘Creating Local Development Frameworks – A Companion Guide to PPS12’. With regard to the document’s length, the Authority might wish to give further reflection to paragraph 7.4.2 Format of that document which states that ‘Statements should be …no longer than 25 pages…’.
Specific matters:

In relation to the specific content of the Statement of Community Involvement document itself; the HBF has attached brief comments.

Table 5

With regard to pre-production involvement, the HBF would have thought that the level of involvement to be undertaken would be wider than just usually being from a technical point of view in the development of approach taken. The Federation would have expected that there would be additional emphasis on alternative approaches. The wider consultation might be expected to encompass issues relating to the content of the scoping report for SPD document’s Sustainability Appraisals.

3.25

In relation to the Council’s database of interested parties to be maintained throughout the LDF process, the HBF would like its details included on it, in order that it can be properly involved at all relevant opportunities in the planning process. 

The HBF would find it most useful if the Council communicates by letters and/or e-mails with regard to the production of either draft or adopted DPD and SPD documents. Such an approach would seemingly benefit all those that have commercial or site interests in the district, but are not physically based within it. Whilst clear and detailed information on the Council’s website will be welcomed, it will be of little benefit unless it is specifically drawn to the attention of all interested parties (e.g. by letters and/or e-mails).

Hopefully landowners, planning agents and developers (including locally active house builders) will be directly consulted in relation to new documents and where appropriate, invited to be involved perhaps in Developers Workshops or the Focus Groups mentioned. The Federation believes that the development industry has an important role to play in the planning process, particularly with regard to all matters related to the actual implementation of policies and proposals. The Federation hopes that the Council will seek to consult directly with local house builders and other interested parties, rather than rely on other organisations passing the information down to their memberships.  

The Council might also wish to consider creating a Developers Forum that could meet as and when required.  

5.3

The HBF does not consider that the document provides adequate explanation or justification for every planning application having to be referred to the Hertfordshire Architects Panel wherever an issue of detail relates to design or site layout, regardless of the location of the proposal. Nor is it clear what precise role it has in the determination of planning applications, or the weight to be attached to its comments. Furthermore, its involvement could potentially give rise to serious delays in the determination of planning applications. 

Appendix 2

Given that the HBF is listed as a key consultee in Annex E of PPS12, the Federation assumes and fully expects that it will be properly consulted in relation to all future Statements of Community Involvement, Development Plan Documents and Supplementary Planning Documents of relevance.

It therefore asks that its details be added to the housing interests groups refereed to.

Consultation 

I hope that you will find these comments helpful, and I await the opportunity to be further involved in the SCI in the future, and all aspects of the LDF generally as it evolves. 

I would appreciate before informed in writing by the Council whenever any Development Plan Document (DPD) is either being submitted to the Secretary of State, or when any DPD or SPD is being adopted. 

I look forward to the acknowledgment of these comments in due course. 

Yours faithfully,

Paul Cronk

HBF Regional Planner 

(East Midlands & Eastern Regions)
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