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20 February 2006

Dear Sir or Madam 

Caerphilly Local Development Plan: Draft Delivery Agreement

Thank you for consulting the Home Builders Federation (HBF) on your Draft Delivery Agreement.  Overall, the HBF welcomes the approach taken by the Authority to the Delivery Agreement it is a very thorough well-presented document.  We do, however, have a number of minor comments to make and these are set out below in the format requested.  

Section A: The Project Management Timetable

Paragraph 7.3

Reasons for Comment

The HBF is concerned with the time it will take the council to prepare the LDP and the slippage allowed.  In all the plan could take 5 years and 3 months, which is much longer than the 4 year time frame the HBF understood the Council was required to prepare its Plan within (Paragraph 4.9 LDP Wales 2005).  Where Local Authorities do not have an up to date development Plan in place greater emphasis is placed on ensuring Plans are prepared as soon as possible.

From our knowledge of other authorities Delivery Agreements it may be possible for Caerphilly to make time-savings between the period of Pre Deposit Participation and Pre Deposit Consultation and Pre-Deposit and Statutory Deposit as the time being allowed is greater than all other authorities. 

Change Sought

The timetable should be limited to 4 years.

Section B: Community Involvement Scheme

Paragraph 9.20

Reasons for Comment

It would be helpful if the role of the Stakeholder Panel were to be made more explicit as the HBF is unsure what the function of a ‘control group’ is.  As far as the HBF is concerned the idea of participation is that the views of the group will be taken into consideration in developing the strategy yet the Panel appears to be no more than a sounding board and would not necessarily be guiding policy decisions or strategic thinking.  This is not what the HBF understood ‘stakeholder engagement’ to mean.

Change Sought

Define what is meant by ‘control group’.

The HBF also requests that the purpose of this group is broadened to ensure that it guides policy decisions and strategic thinking.

Definitive Stages

Use of New Technology in the Process

Paragraph 10.6
Reasons for Comment

It would be easier for both parties if the comment forms could be completed electronically.

Change Sought

Although the document refers to stakeholders views being acceptable through this process (last bullet point) this would be made easier if the form was available electronically in a format that allowed the form to be filled in. 

17 Supplementary Planning Guidance

Paragraph 17.2

Reasons for Comment
The Council’s proposal to use SPG to cover detail and numerical guidelines should be clarified further.  Although the HBF recognises the approach to be in accordance with Welsh Assembly Guidance the Assembly does, however, qualify this by stating that ‘there are limitations on this where it is a key policy component e.g. housing provision numbers, affordable housing targets, housing density’.

Change Sought

The first sentence of this paragraph should be followed by the following clause (there are limitations on this where it is a key policy component e.g. housing provision numbers, affordable housing targets, housing density).

17 Supplementary Planning Guidance

Paragraph 17.2

Reasons for Comment
Insufficient information is provided in the DA on how SPG is to be prepared and consulted on.  It would be helpful to organisations such as the HBF if there was a clear idea of what and when SPG is to be prepared, as often organisations are not made aware of SPG that is relevant to them.

Change Sought

It would be helpful if minute No. 549 were attached as an appendix to the DA or its content summarised in the text.

It would be helpful if a list of SPG that is known to be necessary were included in the DA with a proviso that it may be necessary to prepare additional SPG at a later date.

Appendix 4

Stakeholder Panel

Stakeholder can comprise any person or organisation operating at local or national level, that have a legitimate interest in what happens in the authority.  The building industry should have a place on the Panel or otherwise the consensus reached will have less credibility.

Conclusion

Thank you for consulting HBF at this stage in the process.  I look forward to working with you in the future.

Yours sincerely,
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Lynda Healy

Planning and Policy Advisor - Wales
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