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Stephen Hunt

Forward Planning Unit

Corporate Policy and Strategy

East Riding of Yorkshire Council

County Hall

Beverley

HU17 9BA

Dear Mr Hunt
East Riding Local Development Framework – Housing Site Selection Methodology

Thank you for inviting the Home Builders Federation (HBF) to comment on the Housing Site Selection Methodology. HBF broadly supports the approach set out in the methodology but has a number of comments to make on clarification of the scoring system, a couple of specific aspects of the proposed approach and finally on monitoring and review.

General Comments

It is important that the methodology is not overly prescriptive, to ensure that is could not be used to challenge the principle of the Core Strategy approach to allocating and releasing housing sites.

While, it is noted that the introduction states the methodology will be used to help order sites in any phasing or managed release approaches that may be considered through the Housing DPD, it is not clear, once sites have been scored using this methodology, what the scores will actually mean. Will sites be ranked against their score, i.e. will this mean that the score of a site reflects its release in terms of the 3 identified phases in the Core Strategy (2004-2011, 2011-2016, 2016-2021), the highest scored sites being placed in Phase 1, and if this is the case, what is the cut off point in terms of scores of individual sites, which may render them in Phase 1, 2 or 3?

Q23. Is the site subject to any ownership constraints and is it likely to be attractive to the market?

HBF questions the merits of the methodology seeking to make some assessment of the likely level of interest from house builders when it would be more useful to get a picture of the actual level of interest from house builders. There would seem to be significant benefits of including house builders in carrying out this type of assessment. Such consultation and involvement would provide a sound understanding of the barriers to development in the area and how they may be addressed. It is considered extremely important that house builders with an interest in this area are key stakeholder in this process.

Stage 3: The Sequential Approach

Given the emerging Government guidance set out in draft PPS3, HBF considers it ill-advised to proceed with the principle of a sequential approach when that approach no longer forms part of emerging Government thinking. The sequential approach has been deliberately omitted from Draft PPS3 as a way of speeding up the delivery of and release of land for housing. Government acknowledges that the sequential approach has been mis-applied by many local authorities and has been used as a tool to avoid releasing sufficient land for housing rather than its intended purpose, which was to ensure that sufficient land was released but that those releases should be the most sustainable.

PPS3 still prioritises the use of previously developed land over greenfield, however this aspiration should be expressed in terms of the priority being given to previously developed sites, and should not be expressed using the terminology ‘sequential approach’, as that approach has a very precise and specific meaning, which is no longer appropriate and changes should be made to this methodology document to reflect this.

Monitoring and Review

We would question how the methodology will be monitored and how often will it be reviewed, bearing in mind the circumstances within the proximity of a site may change, effecting the score of a site, for example the closure of a school or opening up of a new industrial/business park. It is important that any site scoring system are kept up to date, therefore information regarding a monitoring/review programme in terms of this proposed methodology is an essential requirement.

We trust you will take our comments on board and look forward to receiving further information regarding the progress of the document.

Yours sincerely

Gina Bourne

Regional Planner – Northern Region

Home Builders Federation
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