Coventry Local Development Framework

Sustainability Assessments SPD

Draft Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) 
Sustainability Assessments
Response Form


Guidance Notes

Please refer to these notes for completing the response form whether you are indicating you support or raising an objection to any aspect of the draft SPD.

1. To make a representation on the draft SPD you must state:

· whether you are in support of the SPD or seeking changes to the draft;

· if a change is sought, exactly what change is required?

2. Comments can be made:

· using the response form attached below which is also available on the Council’s website: www.coventry.gov.uk/ldf
· by post to the freepost address:

Draft Sustainability Assessments SPD

Coventry City Council

Development Plans Team, Floor 6

FREEPOST NAT 21250

Coventry, CV1 2BR
· by e-mail: development.policy@coventry.gov.uk
3. Please note that:

· Only those representations made within the six-week consultation period (21st August 2006 – 2nd October 2006) will be considered 

· Where groups of people share a common view on how they would wish to change the draft SPD, it would be helpful to send a single representation, which expresses that view.

· Representations are not confidential and a schedule of all representations would be published on the Council's website.
Form for objecting to, or supporting the


Coventry Local Development Framework

Draft Sustainability Assessments SPD

August 2006
Please read the guidance notes before completing this form

in black ink.

(Please use BLOCK CAPITALS)

1. Please give your

Name: Hanna Mawson, Regional Planner, Home Builders Federation

Address: First Floor, Oakfield House, Small Heath Business Park, Talbot Way, Birmingham









Postcode: B10 0HJ

Daytime Tel. No: 0121 260 1555




Fax No: 0121 766 5806

Email: hanna.mawson@hbf.co.uk


2. If an Agent has been appointed to act on your behalf please give the Agent's

Name:

Address:









Postcode:

Daytime Tel. No:





Fax No:

Email:

3. Details of which section of the SPD you are objecting to/supporting:











Object
Support


Section 1.0: Introduction






    X 

4. Please state below the grounds of your objection or support (listing the relevant 
Paragraphs):

The HBF fully supports the principle of Sustainable Development, however, would like to raise the following concerns.  

· The Federation objects to the requirement for Sustainability Assessments for major development proposals, high impact and locally contentious planning applications.  The Federation believes that there is potential conflict with the Environmental Impact Assessment requirements.  The submission of a Sustainability Assessment will not provide additional value and the HBF is of the opinion that it will be perceived as another confusing hurdle to submitting a planning application.

· The recent draft Code for Sustainable Homes (ODPM, 2005) is a national response to the need for more sustainable construction, local policies should not seek to go beyond this national policy statement. 

· In terms of providing sustainable housing, local planning policies should ensure that it strikes the best balance between cost, environmental impact and social benefits.  Sustainable development is a three-pronged approach and each of the factors should be considered equally.  

· The HBF considers that throughout the SPD the cost of providing a sustainable, energy efficient dwelling is often disregarded.  This issue is particularly pertinent when coupled with the policy drive for the provision of affordable dwellings.  Where there is an identified need, developers are required to provide affordable housing at low cost.  By stipulating that all new developments must surpass existing energy efficiency regulations, it may compromise the ability to deliver viable affordable homes.

· The HBF would also like to highlight that, in some cases, sustainable housing is not always desired.  For example, developers have discovered that in new developments where energy efficient measures such as energy saving light bulbs, water efficient showers etc. have been installed, the occupiers will subsequently remove these items in favour of standard light bulbs and power showers as the energy efficient products were not fit for the occupiers purpose.

5. If you are objecting, please indicate what change(s) you are seeking to the draft SPD, which 
could resolve your objection.

Abandon Sustainability Assessment SPD

Thank you for your comments.
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