NORTH TYNESIDE - CHOICES FOR 2021

North Tyneside Local Development Framework
Choices For 2021 

In order to encourage feedback and comment, this questionnaire has been produced to accompany the Issues & Options Report.  It would be greatly appreciated if you would take a few minutes to complete it and return it to the Council by Email, Fax or Post. 

Completing this document

You may wish to save a copy of this document for your own records and you may do this by selecting File > Save as > 

Once you have completed this questionnaire you may Email the saved document back to us by sending it to Planning.Policy@northtyneside.gov.uk please complete the subject line as ‘Choices for the Future’

Or alternatively you may prefer to post this to us by sending it to:

Choices for the Future

The Planning Manager

Development Directorate

North Tyneside Council

Block A Council Offices

PO Box 113

Station Road

Killingworth  NE12 6WJ

Or by Fax: Please mark it ‘ Choices for the Future ‘ and send to :  0191 219 2185

Whichever method you choose, it would be greatly appreciated if your response could reach the Council by FRIDAY 12 JANUARY 2007 at the latest.
CORE  STRATEGY

Issues and Options - November 2006

ISSUE 1 - CORE STRATEGY VISION
a )  Is the vision in the form of words set out in para. 3.7 appropriate for North Tyneside or does it require amendment ? 

APPROPRIATE            (                           NOT APPROPRIATE               ( Please Tick )
b )   If  NOT APPROPRIATE,  what amendments are required  ? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

ISSUE 2 -  STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
a )  Are the draft objectives a comprehensive list or do they require amendment / amplification ?

COMPREHENSIVE                            NOT  COMPREHENSIVE       (     ( Please Tick )
                                                                                                                                                                                         b ) If  NOT COMPREHENSIVE , in what respect ?

The only reference to housing in the objectives is in relation to affordable housing. Whilst the importance of this issue is acknowledged, there is no mention of the important Government objective, as set out in PPS3 (2006), to ensure that the planning system delivers a flexible, responsive supply of land.

ISSUE 3 - FACTORS AFFECTING STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT
a )  Do the factors listed at para. 5.5 represent a comprehensive checklist of the main factors likely to influence the future growth of the Borough ?

YES             (                                         NO              ( Please Tick )
b )  If  NO, what are these missing factors ?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
ISSUE 4 - PRIORITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT
a )  Should the Core Strategy recognise the regeneration of the Town Centres of Wallsend, North Shields and Whitley Bay and the Riverside as its No. 1 priority ? 

YES     (                                               NO              ( Please Tick )           

b )  Should new development be concentrated on previously developed  land within the built up area ?

YES     (                                               NO              ( Please Tick )           

It is important to qualify this answer by highlighting that PPS3 (2006) priorities the use of brownfield land for housing where appropriate, and in some circumstances there might be Greenfield sites that are in more sustainable, suitable locations than brownfield sites.

c )  Is the retention of the Green Belt and Safeguarded Land ( as defined in the adopted UDP ) a strategic priority ?

YES       (                                             NO              ( Please Tick )           
d )  Is the regeneration of the coastal area, in order to maximise its potential for tourism and culture, a strategic priority ?

YES       (                                             NO              ( Please Tick )           

e )  Should any other strategic development priorities be included ?

No.……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

ISSUE 5 - ECONOMIC ISSUES & OPPORTUNITIES
a)  What are the main issues to be tackled in order to stimulate the growth of the Borough’s economy ? ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
b) How should they be dealt with ? ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
c ) Should land presently reserved in the UDP for employment uses be considered for development or redevelopment for other purposes ?

YES                                                    NO              ( Please Tick )      

d )  Are opportunities to achieve economic growth being missed  ?  


 YES                                                    NO              ( Please Tick )   

If  YES, please specify

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
ISSUE 6 - IMAGE OF THE BOROUGH
a )   Do local priorities tend to override ambitions for the Borough as a whole ?

YES                                                    NO              ( Please Tick ) 

 b )   Does  the Borough have a strong and readily identifiable image within the North East Region ?

YES                                                    NO              ( Please Tick  )

c )  If any of  the above issues do represent a problem, are they likely to adversely affect the development of a coherent and comprehensive strategy for the Borough as a whole ?

YES                                                    NO              ( Please Tick  )
d ) What, if anything, needs to be done to improve the image of the Borough ?                               ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
ISSUE 7 - THE FUTURE OF THE RIVERSIDE AREA.  

a )  What role should the riverside area play in a long term strategy for the development and regeneration of the Borough?                                                                                                                                             ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b )  Should a greater emphasis be placed on a wider range of land uses, to include housing, recreational and tourism related proposals ?                                                                                                                               ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c )  How can access to the riverside and connections with the adjoining communities be improved ? ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

d )  What other ideas should be considered at this stage ?                                                                 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

e )  Can specific riverside locations be identified where action or improvement is required ?  

YES                                                     NO              ( Please Tick )
b )  If YES, where are these locations ?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
ISSUE  8 - CLOSING THE GAP     

a )  Should the Core Strategy identify land use based priorities addressed to the closure of this gap, specifying areas of opportunity where effort will be concentrated ?


YES                                                     NO              ( Please Tick )
b ) In the areas identified, what form should this remedial action take ?                                           

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
ISSUE 9 - TOWN, DISTRICT AND CENTRES                                                                                   

a )  What can be done to improve the attraction of the shopping experience within the Town Centres of Wallsend, North Shields, Whitley Bay and Killingworth?                                                                                    …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
b )  Similarly, what can be done to improve the attraction of the shopping experience within the District Centres of Longbenton, Forest Hall, Whitley Lodge, Monkseaton and the Collingwood Centre ?                        …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
c )  Are improvements required to any of the Local Centres serving residential areas throughout the Borough ? 

YES                                                     NO              ( Please Tick )
 If  YES, what action is needed ?                                                                                                           

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
d )  What other specific problems, issues and deficiencies need to be addressed ?                             

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
ISSUE 10 - EXISTING HOUSING     

a ) Can locations be identified where the improvement of the housing stock and / or the residential environment should be seen as a strategic priority ? 


YES                                                     NO              ( Please Tick )

If  YES, in which locations ?                                                                                                                 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
ISSUE 11 - AFFORDABLE HOUSING
          a )  Should the provision of appropriate levels of affordable housing be identified as a priority target within the Core     Strategy ?

YES       (                                              NO              ( Please Tick )
  b ) Should an affordable housing requirement be applied on all sites as a standard percentage or should it be applied on a variable basis in order to reflect an assessment of local circumstances at particular locations in the Borough ?

YES                                                     NO       (       ( Please Tick )

An affordable housing requirement should be applied on a variable basis in order to reflect an assessment of local circumstances at particular locations in the Borough.

c )  Should an affordable housing requirement be attached to developments of less than 25 dwellings or on sites of less than 1 ha. ?    


YES                                                     NO              ( Please Tick ) 

The HBF and its house building members are not opposed to delivering affordable housing to meet the Government’s Sustainable Communities agenda. However, it is essential to seek an affordable housing provision, in both quantity and type, which will not render a residential development unviable.  The affordable housing target should address North Tyneside’s housing needs and reasonably represent what is deliverable in the area. A Housing Market Assessment needs to be carried out for the area.  The HBF is concerned that until this work is complete the developing Core Strategy would not founded on a robust and credible evidence base. Any affordable housing requirement that will be attached to new developments needs to be in accordance with national advice.

ISSUE 12 - DISTRIBUTION & SUPPLY OF HOUSING LAND
a )  Which locations  in the Borough might be most suitable for  new housing development ?         ( See also Issue 4 ) 

Decisions made in relation to determining which locations might be most suitable for new housing development need to be based on a regional and local housing market assessment and land availability assessment, which should be prepared in consultation with representatives from the development industry.

b )  Should proximity to transport nodes and employment sites be regarded as key locational factors for housing ?

YES       (                                              NO              ( Please Tick )

c ) Should new housing development be restricted to the allocation set out in the Regional Spatial Strategy ?


YES                                                     NO              ( Please Tick )
With regard to new housing development and RSS, it should be noted that the final RSS housing provision is still awaited.  HBF would be concerned if the Core Strategy did not include recognition of the changing circumstances in relation to RSS. Test 9 of the tests of soundness for development plan documents, as set out in PPS12 paragraph 4.24, states that a plan should be reasonably flexible to enable it to deal with changing circumstances. Therefore the Core Strategy should indicate what is likely to happen following the RSS reviews, in terms of the integrity of the plan and in what circumstances and how it itself would be reviewed.

ISSUE 13 - SITES FOR GYPSIES AND TRAVELLERS
a )  Do the criteria for the location of sites for gypsies and travellers as set out in the current UDP remain valid or do they require amendment ?


YES                                                     NO              ( Please Tick )

b )  If  NO, how should they be modified ?

                                                                                                                                                     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

ISSUE 14 - SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT CHOICES  

a ) Should the Core Strategy seek to impose further restrictions on the use of the private car ?

YES                                                     NO              ( Please Tick )
b)  If  YES, what measures would be appropriate ?                                                                               ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
c )  Should a greater priority be given to the improvement of the public transport system ? 


YES                                                     NO              ( Please Tick )
ISSUE 15 - AN ACCESSIBLE BOROUGH
a )  Which areas of the Borough are deficient in terms of transport provision or ease of access to facilities and services?                                                                                                                                             …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
b ) What improvements are required ?                                                                                                 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

ISSUE 16 - CLIMATE CHANGE  

a )  Are the potential implications of climate change a major issue facing the Borough ? 

YES                                                     NO              ( Please Tick )
b )  If  YES, which of the measures outlined in para. 6.30 would be most appropriate ?                       ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
c ) How can the Borough best contribute to meeting the Government’s targets summarised in para. 6.31  ?

It is a reasonable strategic planning policy to strive to tackle the effects of climate change. However there are lots of other drivers and the global planning context cannot be the main or overriding priority. In terms of actual policy, DPD’s are limited in how far it can, or should, prescribe detailed methodologies or strategies for dealing with global responsibilities. Overly detailed or prescriptive policies will become out dated quickly and may even constrain innovative solutions to this problem. The question of how such a global policy will be monitored is a useful test of whether or not its inclusion would be useful. Whilst a policy approach to climate change is laudable, and perceived to be necessary, we would question whether it is actually deliverable, and question its relevance within a Core Strategy, when National Policy and targets already guide Local Authorities in terms of their local policy.
ISSUE 17 - WASTE MANAGEMENT

a ) Which locations within the Borough would be most appropriate for the provision of additional waste management facilities ?                                                                                                                                               ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
b )  Should the priority be to provide such facilities on brownfield land or should sites in the open countryside be considered ?

BROWNFIELD                                                     OPEN COUNTRYSIDE              ( Please Tick )

c )  What other policies should be included in the Core Strategy in order to encourage individuals to adopt a more sustainable approach to the disposal of household, industrial and construction waste ?                    

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
ISSUE 18 - LOCAL DISTINCTIVENESS
a )  Should the Core Strategy contain development control policies that acknowledge the importance of local distinctiveness, ensuring that future developments comply with local style and tradition ?


YES                                                     NO              ( Please Tick )
b)  Are there any additional areas within the Borough which, by virtue of their particular character and contribution to the local environment, merit statutory protection and proposals for enhancement ?


YES                                                     NO              ( Please Tick )

If  YES,  which locations ?                                                                                                                    

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
ISSUE 19 - DESIGN STANDARDS
a )  What importance should the Core Strategy attach to the issue of good design ?


NOT IMPORTANT                           IMPORTANT                                      VERY IMPORTANT              ( Please Tick )
b ) Should the Core Strategy contain general development control policies in relation to design ?

YES          (                                                          NO              ( Please Tick )
ISSUE 20 - OPEN SPACE PROVISION
a )  Are there areas within the Borough where more open space is required ?


YES                                                                    NO              ( Please Tick )

b )  If YES, in which locations ?                                                                                                             
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

c )  Should new development be required to make a larger contribution to open space provision ?


YES                                                     NO              ( Please Tick )

ISSUE 21 - BIODIVERSITY
a )  Which of the biodiversity issues listed in para. 6.44 ( 1 - 7 ) are of particular significance to the Borough and should be addressed in the Core Strategy ?                                                                                        
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
ISSUE 22 - GREEN BELT & SAFEGUARDED LAND
a )  Can a case be made for adjustments in the extent of the green belt ?


YES                                                     NO              ( Please Tick )

b )  If YES, please comment  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
b )  What factors might influence the Core Strategy policy in relation to the areas of safeguarded land ?            

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
ISSUE 23 - RENEWABLE ENERGY
a )  Should the Core Strategy encourage the development and use of renewable energy sources ?


YES                                                       NO              ( Please Tick )
While it is important to encourage the development and use of renewable energy sources, paragraph 1.8 of PPS12 makes it clear that planning policies should not seek to duplicate or cut across matters more appropriately within the scope of other legislative regimes. Energy efficiency in building use and construction is the responsibility of the building regulations Part L. The result of a recent review of these regulations is that all new homes built after April 2006 will be 40% more energy efficient than new homes built in 2002. That is a massive and extremely rapid improvement in performance and new homes are now many tens of times more energy efficient than the existing stock. There must come a point at which, if we are to make real efficiency gains, more attention is given to existing stock, rather than constantly going for the easy option of further restrictions on new building. These requirements are making new homes ever more expensive at a time when affordability is a serious concern and also at a time when these features are still not wanted by consumers.
b )  What sources ( e.g. wind turbines, tidal power ) would be most appropriate in North Tyneside ?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
ISSUE 24 - TOURISM
a )  Which locations within the Borough have potential for the further development and promotion of tourism ?                                                                                                                                                           …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

b )  Within these areas, what form and type of development would be appropriate ?                                                                                                                                                             
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

c ) Which areas are most vulnerable to the adverse effects of tourism and leisure related uses ?                                                                                                                                                             
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
ISSUE 25 - QUALITY OF LIFE
a ) Is North Tyneside an attractive place in which to live and work ?


YES                                                     NO              ( Please Tick )
b ) If  NO, what could be done to improve it ?                                                                                      
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
c)  Is there adequate access to and provision of community and healthcare facilities ?


YES                                                     NO              ( Please Tick )

 If  NO, what could be done to improve access or provision of facilities ?                                                                                      
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
ISSUE 26 - AMBITIONS FOR THE FUTURE
a )  Are any of the suggestions listed at para. 6.54 appropriate objectives for the Core Strategy ?

                                                                                                                                               YES                       NO

Enhancing the role of the Borough as a centre for employment by attracting                                                                                    new businesses, specialist and prestige employers etc.

Linked to the above, the establishment of additional higher education facilities                                                               and a university presence.

Maximising the potential of the coast and riverside.   

Closing the gap between the most deprived areas and the rest of the Borough

Healthier lifestyles and longer and happier life expectancy.

Improved standards of educational attainment.

The creation of a cleaner, more sustainable Borough.

Improved provision of sporting, recreational and cultural facilities.

b )  What other possibilities should be considered ?                                                                          
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

ANY OTHER COMMENTS ?                              ( PLEASE CONTINUE ON A SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY )
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
THANK YOU FOR COMPLETING THIS QUESTIONNAIRE

Name :  Gina Bourne ………………………………………...

Organisation ( if applicable ) :  Home Builders Federation………………………………………………………………
Address:      Brooklands Court………………………………………………

                     Tunstall Road……………………………………………...

                     Leeds……………………………………………...

                  ……………………………………………...

Postcode :  LS11 5HL        Email  :  gina.bourne@hbf.co.uk          Telephone : 0113 272 7573
North Tyneside Council                                                                                                                          November 2006                                                                                                                                                   


